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Dear members and friends of the ATR

In 2019, the Afrikaans Language Council (Afrikaanse Taalraad – ATR) will focus strongly 
on increased collaboration with the other indigenous languages of the country and on 
engagement at policy level. As demonstrated by interesting initiatives by several 
member organisations, Afrikaans cannot be promoted in isolation and increasingly finds 
itself in the same boat as the other indigenous languages of the country. 

The ATR will also continue its involvement in language issues at schools and on tertiary 
level. Among others, we would like to ensure that parents have enough information 
about the consequences of language decisions. Too many parents still believe that they 
are doing their children a favour by raising them as monolingual speakers of English or 
by putting them into English classes. They tend to underestimate the value of 
multilingualism and the social, cultural and emotional divide caused by language shift. 

On tertiary level we would like to ensure that prospective students know where they are 
still able to study in Afrikaans and how to get access to bursaries and resources; also 
that Afrikaans spaces within institutions are maintained in constructive ways and that 
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conflicts about the everyday use of language are avoided. The ATR will also continue 
to promote language to tertiary institutions as a valuable resource and try to 
convince them to embark on the road to true multilingualism. 

The ATR also reconfirms its objective of further expanding the membership of the 
organisation, in respect of which we are looking especially at community 
organisations. Already we can announce the membership of the !ALOM Aboriginal 
Customary Council. This group promotes Nama as the “father tongue” through 
Afrikaans as the “mother tongue”. 

In the course of 2019, the ATR would like to deepen collaboration with member 
organisations and we look forward to joint initiatives and stronger synergies 
between Afrikaans organisations. Enjoy the feedback about our activities. 

Kind regards

Conrad Steenkamp
Executive head of the ATR
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UNESCO’s International Year of Indigenous Languages 
promotes the indigenous languages of the world. It also 

promotes language as a valuable resource. 

Perspective: Afrikaans as an indigenous language

South Africa is rapidly heading towards a monolingual society, and the hegemony of a single language in most domains –
contrary to the intent expressed in the Constitution of developing our indigenous languages (ILs) and several laws and 
positive policy statements about the promotion of multilingualism. Three domains are under substantial pressure, namely 
education, the criminal justice system and important public services, such as health. 

The easy justifications given for moves towards monolingualism also ignore the positions of important international 
organisations like UNESCO about multilingualism, mother tongue education and the value of the ILs. Monolingualism also

undermines equal access to quality education, the 
effectiveness of the justice system and public health 
services. However, the implications go further than that: 
Without multilingualism it would be difficult to achieve the 
full economic potential of the country, especially inclusive 
economic growth. Also, without multilingualism an 
informed, participatory democracy will remain an unfulfilled 
dream.  

Language, therefore, is not a problem, but an important
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Perspective: Afrikaans as indigenous language

The International Year of Indigenous Languages creates 
opportunities for the promotion of Afrikaans in 

collaboration with the other indigenous languages of the 
country.  

Read UNESCO’s Action Plan at https://en.iyil2019.org/

resource that can be developed to the benefit of all. This is 
the point of departure of UNESCO’s International Year of
Indigenous Languages (IYIL). 

UNESCO’s campaign provides legitimacy to the notion of 
multilingualism and the promotion of the ILs, Afrikaans 
included. Among others, it also promotes the active use of 
the ILs for education and the generation of information
and knowledge. It also promotes access to the necessary
materials and especially IT support.  

Some Afrikaans organisations have already done much to 
promote collaboration across linguistic and social 
boundaries. They will also grasp the UNESCO campaign as 
an opportunity, in the full knowledge that Afrikaans can no
longer be promoted in isolation. 

https://en.iyil2019.org/
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Indigenous Languages Action Forum (ILAF)

At the end of the workshop, ILAF unanimously endorsed UNESCO’s Action
Plan for the International Year of Indigenous Languages. 

Find out more about ILAF at: 
https://youtu.be/Dry5QDzVb1U

Agter: Sakkie Kotze, Nico Scheepers, Heindrich 
Wyngaard; Voor: Sonia Elie, Yoma, prof. Ina 

Wolfaardt-Gräbe; Afwesig: Vader Vernon Macaskill 
Meyer (verteenwoordiger van die Oratorium van

Group photo: Participants of the ILAF launch workshop. 
The enthusiasm about the indigenous languages was 
palpable.   

ILAF’s launch workshop took place on 23 February in Gauteng, after some 
two years of discussion and exchange. All of the some 30 language 
practitioners, academics and NGO representatives participating in the 
network, are involved in the promotion of South Africa’s indigenous 
languages. 

ILAF is planning a campaign to support progressive language policies in 
domains like education and the criminal justice system and to apply
pressure where needed. ILAF also wants to promote collaboration
between our languages as well as access to creative initiatives on the 
ground. 

https://youtu.be/Dry5QDzVb1U
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The new Afrikaans programme “Barakat”

Beginning March, the ATR and Radio 786 
launched a brand new talk show at this 
otherwise English radiostation.   

“Barakat” aims to attract both young and 
old to promote the vitality of the very 
special Afrikaans of the Bo-Kaap. The 
internet magazine LitNet will make 
monthly contributions about the 
linguistic heritage of the Bo-Kaap to 
stimulate interest and promote 
participation. Equally interesting guest 
speakers will participate in Barakat. In 
advance, baiang tramakassie!

The ATR is also talking to several other 
English community radiostations about 
similar initiatives. 

Listen to Barakat on Radio 786 every first Sunday of the month 
between 17:00 en 18:00 (apart from Ramadan) 
https://radiosa.org/786-cape-town/

From left to right: Adiela Fortune (presenter), Faieza 
Isaacs (Radio 786), Fatima Allie (ATR-vice chairr), 
Conrad Steenkamp (ATR head), and antie Koelie and 
antie Flori (authors of “Kook saam Kaaps”).
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Youth Afrikaans discussed at the US Woordfees

On 9 March, an ATR panel of four enthusiastic young people spoke about so-called youth Afrikaans, moderated by  
René Arendse of Afrikaans.com: Is there something like youth Afrikaans, what does it look like and when is it used. Is it 
creative or a threat to standardised Afrikaans? 

The speakers agreed about the need to welcome Afrikaans in its full diversity; also that speakers have to be able to use 
varieties appropriate to different contexts. The speakers  
also felt strongly about the importance of mother tongue 
education. Drs Hendrik Theys, ATR fellow and former ATR 
vice-chair, said that he wil now “sleep better, knowing that 
Afrikaans will grow and survive in the hands of young 
people like yourselves.”

Follow the youth discussion at: 
https://www.afrikaansetaalraad.co.za/us-woordfees-2019-
jeugafrikaans-einde-of-toekoms-van-die-taal/ Moderator: René Arendse (left);  panellists (from left to 

right): Tian Alberts, Perry-Winkley Xengana, Giselle 
Botha and Achmat Jack.
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Coordination of support to the education sector through 
the performing arts

The challenge:  moving from STEM to STEAM with the arts as an 
important factor in the development of 21st Century skills. Read more at 
https://educationcloset.com/steam/what-is-steam/

A coordination workshop, the first of its kind, took place in Cape 
Town on 16 March, with the support of the Afrikaans Education 
Network (Afrikaanse Onderwysnetwerk). It was attended by key 
roleplayers from education and the performing arts, along with 
several ATR member organisations.  

The participants conducted a quick survey of educational needs, 
current support initiatives as well as opportunities for 
collaboration. Everything aimed at using the arts as a vehicle for 
the country-wide support of schools, especially those in remote 
and marginalised communities. 

Outputs included:
• Agreement about the need to establish discussion groups to 

continue discussions about collaboration; and 
• focusing on collaboration around the Klein Karoo National Arts 

Festival (KKNK) in Oudtshoorn.  

https://educationcloset.com/steam/what-is-steam/


Our new project manager
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We welcome Merlyn van der Rheede’s appointment as new ATR 
project manager with effect from 1 March 2019. Originally from 
the Boland, she has lived in Pretoria for several years. Merlyn has 
a Higher Teacher’s Diploma from the former College in Belville, an 
Advanced Diploma in Education with specialisation in E-learning 
from the University of Pretoria, and a B.Phil. degree in computer 
supported teaching from the University of Stellenbosch. Her 
substantial experience of management training for schools, and 
computer assisted teaching, also in the private sector, is of great 
value to the ATR. With her unquenchable enthusiasm for 
Afrikaans and multilingualism, Merlyn is ready to develop the 
ATR’s footprint in the north and to engage with members and 
other role players. 

Listen to her interview on the TV programme Die Groot Ontbyt at:  
https://youtu.be/9ZlyeBUB-kA en skryf gerus aan haar by 
merlyn@afrikaansetaalraad.co.za.
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Aksie van die burgerlike samelewing: Saam die toekoms in met Afrikaans

Die way forward

Activities over the coming weeks:  

• 23 March: Launch of the AFRI-KWé project of !AL-OM 
Stellenbosch, in collaboration with the Department  of 
Afrikaans en Dutch at Stellenbosch University.

• 27 April: ATR youth discussion at the Suidoosterfees in 
collaboration with the Jakes Gerwel Foundation.

• Several school projects in the Western Cape and 
Gauteng.

Queries: 
Marekyn Kruger-Evert
+27 (0)82 370 8226
marekyn@afrikaansetaalraad.co.za
www.afrikaansetaalraad.co.za


